
These the first headphones I ever owned: Radio Shack "Archer Deluxe" 8-Ohm (Cat. No. 279-200) 

monaural phones purchased in the mid-1970's. I did not own a stereo back then and I used them primarily 

to listen to an AM radio I had. 

 

Radio Shack Archer Deluxe 8-Ohm Monaural Headphones 



These are Lafayette Radio SP-55's. They are the second headphones I owned (not these particular ones, 

acquired on eBay, as my originals developed speaker problems and the cushions wore out). They are 

stereo and have very soft rubber cushions similar to the gel cushions you see now. They have to be kept 

in a stable environment as the cushions have a habit of drying out and turning to brown dust (my original 

set). These were my favorite for a long time though their audio quality is rather abysmal by today's 

standards. They were great in their day. For added comfort, the head pad is an inflatable vinyl cushion, 

similar to a beach ball, that acts as an air cushion. 

 

Lafayette Radio SP-55 Stereo Headphones 



These are Koss SpeedZone SPZ9's. They are monaural and I got them at Radio Shack in the 1990's as a 

replacement for the old Radio Shack headphones I had (see above). Looking back, I probably should have 

gotten QZ99's (stereo/mono) but Radio Shack did not carry them. I usually use them with my amateur 

radio transceiver. They are now over 20 years old and I am thinking of replacing the cushions with new 

gel cushions. 

 

Koss SPZ9 SpeedZone Monaural Headphones 



These are Nokia BH-604 Bluetooth headphones. The first Bluetooth model headphones I ever owned that 

had a street price of USD$130 when released in the fall of 2007 but I was able to obtain four years later 

on eBay for USD$27.50 shipped. They still work great and have excellent bass. The cushions have 

deteriorated now due to age and need to be replaced. I have to go aftermarket as genuine Nokia repair 

parts are impossible to find. I have found one source in China that claims to have the genuine 

replacements. Not surprised as the original pads were probably made in China as the headphones were. 

When the battery eventually needs replacement that will be a challenge. The battery is a three-wire (plus, 

minus and temperature sensor) LiPo type 752633 3.7V 500mAh (measures 7.5mm H x 26mm W x 33mm 

L). They are no longer available from any source. However, there are other three-wire batteries available 

that should work provided they fit within the dimensions of the original battery. A three wire 502535, 

582535, 602535 or 702035 battery should fit even though they are 35mm long as there appears to be 

enough space in the left ear-cup battery compartment for the extra 2mm in length. 

 

Nokia BH-604 Bluetooth Headphones 

https://fccid.io/PYAHS-96W/Internal-Photos/Internal-Photos-805559.pdf#page=1


After looking over the various faux leather replacement pads available for the Nokia’s, I decided to see if 

Linhuipad gel cushions might fit since they are approximately the same size as the old leather cushions. 

They did fit and not only are very comfortable but also improve the bass response and do a superb job of 

blocking outside noise. 

 

Nokia BH-604 Bluetooth Headphones with Gel Cushions 

https://www.aliexpress.com/item/Linhuipad-1-pairs-Replacement-David-Clark-Comfort-Gel-Undercut-Gel-Earseal-ear-cushions-earpads-covers-for/32915410242.html


To improve bass and treble response a bit more, I added foam filter inserts. These are inserts that were 

designed for Sennheiser headphones and only required a little trimming to make them fit. 

 

Nokia BH-604 Bluetooth Headphones with Foam Filter Inserts 

https://www.ebay.com/itm/Inside-Foam-For-ear-pads-Sennheiser-HD545-HD565-HD580-HD600-HD650-Headphone-New/273407696501


These are JBL E40BT Bluetooth headphones. They were a Christmas gift from my sister and brother-in-law 

a few years ago. I usually carry these in my backpack and use them at the office as they are light weight 

and also allow me to hear my office surroundings. 

 

JBL E40BT Bluetooth Headphones 



The JBL E40BT’s are very good headphones but the stock cushions are pretty hard and make long term 

wearing somewhat uncomfortable. Thicker softer aftermarket cushions such as these on eBay or these on 

AliExpress.com are an excellent upgrade and make the headphones much more comfortable to wear. 

 

JBL E40BT Bluetooth Headphones with Thicker Cushions 

  

https://www.ebay.com/itm/Memory-Foam-Thicker-Earpads-Cushion-For-JBL-SYNCHROS-E40BT-Headphones-Headset/264065486706
https://www.aliexpress.com/item/1-pair-of-Protein-Leather-Ear-Pads-Cushion-Cover-Earpads-Replacement-for-JBL-Synchros-E40bt-Wireless/32987292830.html
https://www.aliexpress.com/item/1-pair-of-Protein-Leather-Ear-Pads-Cushion-Cover-Earpads-Replacement-for-JBL-Synchros-E40bt-Wireless/32987292830.html


These are Pioneer "Mimy" SE-2P headphones. They are 8 ohms and great for old tube equipment just 

like the Lafayette SP-55’s above. The cushions are a soft vinyl type material that has held up over the 

years. 

 

Pioneer SE-нt άaƛƳȅέ Stereo Headphones 



These are Telex/Califone 610-44s classroom headphones (formerly Telex). They are basically kid proof and 

there is black colored model, the A-610 which are rather expensive, that are used in aviation. 610's date 

back to the 1970's though these are a relatively recent stereo model that uses a 1/8" stereo TRS plug 

instead of the older 1/4" TRS plug the 610's used. The audio is lousy but adequate for classroom use. I 

purchased them for a very low price for my then 4-year-old niece to use when playing computer games 

as they are “kid proof”. 

 

Telex/Califone 610-44s Stereo Headphones 



These are Caliphone 2917 monaural classroom headphones. They are also from the 1970's and are 

basically the same as the Telex 610's in design and audio quality (Telex is now part of Califone). We used 

this particular model in my high school. They work great with crystal radios as they have an impedance of 

around 600 Ohms. These have the classic 1/4" TRS plug. 

 

Califone 2917 Monaural Headphones 



These are military H-43B/U headphones used with old military Geiger counters (two of which I own: 

AN/PDR-27R and AN/PDR-27T). They use a UG-88/U BNC connector instead of a more traditional phone 

plug but this is due to the need for the connector to be waterproof. They were manufactured around 1991 

when, for some reason, the government thought it would be a great idea to order thousands of these only 

to put them up for sale as surplus about 10 years later. At one point they were selling at Hamfest’s in their 

original military packaging for around $4/each (I cannot imagine what we taxpayers paid for them). They 

are also very high impedance and work great with crystal radios and other sensitive low energy circuits 

due to their 20,000 Ohm impedance (3000 Ohms DC resistance). 

 

Military H-43B/U Monaural Headphones 



These are a pair of military surplus Astrocom Aural Protectors (NSN 4240-00-241-5184 ) that are similar 

to the David Clark Model 9A-N/2 (06504G-03) Military Grade Hearing Protector (NSN 4240-00-759-3290). 

While not technically headphones, since they do not have any audio components, they are identical to 

aircraft communications headsets such as the military H-133C/A1C or the David Clark H10-76. This design 

was also used for Maico AR-100 Auraldomes audiometric headphones (see below). They have David Clark 

24505P-02 Dome Filters that replaced the original dried out dome filters and were refitted with David 

Clark 40863G-02 Gel Ear Seals. They are some of the quietest hearing protectors I have.  

 

 

Astrocom Aural Protector (NSN 4240-00-241-5184) 

https://store.davidclark.com/model-9an-2-06504g-03
https://store.davidclark.com/filter-dome-deep-24505p-03-24505p-02
https://store.davidclark.com/filter-dome-deep-24505p-03-24505p-02
https://store.davidclark.com/comfort-gel-undercut-ear-seals-40863g-02
https://store.davidclark.com/comfort-gel-undercut-ear-seals-40863g-02


 

Maico AR-100 Auraldomes Headset 


